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Keys to Japanese Conversation 


Learn about asking about someone's well-being 
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Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Grammar Kanji Lesson Tr. 


o Dialogue - Japanese ide (A) 


kanji] English Romaji Hiragana All 
(@) @) A BALK TT. 


() @) AL BLACHH? 
@) (@) B itu. ARTE. 
@) @) BLEACH? 

(@) @) A BRC aECS. 


o Vocabulary Hide @) 


CJ English @Q) kana Romaji 


BSBALSY CF [HOSLEY SF] 1EXAMPLE @ 
0@)@) ® 


sz Long time no see. (formal) 


(@) (@) F1F-SA, BOSLAI TT. 


©) Taylor, long time no see! 

43TGHhA. [FITTH, ] LEXAMPLE @ 
= @) @) () That's right. 

@) (@) 235 tT, 

@) Oh, yes, that's right. 

Lido< CI4#% [LISS< CTH] 
HI OC) @) ® It's been a while. 

BEACTHD, [HIFARCTD. ] 3 EXAMPLES @ 
a @ @) ®) How are you? 


(@) (@) WE TEAR LTHET, HEKEBAARTIO. 
@) I'm doing very well, how are you? 
bRELILETHEIFA RIL TWEET, HBEEIMSITARCTMD, 
(@) (@) BALSY CHA, BRATTO. 
@) It's been a long time, how are you? 
BOELSZY CHA, BIFAECTO. 
@) @) ZAKS BREA. BRATID? 
@) Hello, Mr. Matsushima, how are you? 
ZAI bIL, EOLEKA, BIFARCID. 


O @) @) @) ZL, TRMETEH [lk FARCT SE] 


a Yes, I'm good. 


BOVEKT BATH [BMTEET FARTH 
OLOKO) 


Sod Thanks to you, I'm fine. 
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Lesson Notes Hide () 


Lesson Focus 


Today's grammar points are the interrogative particle ka and the sentence-ending particles yo and ne. 


Ka is a sentence-ending particle that can be used to change a declarative statement into a yes-no question, or in combina- 
tion with interrogative words such as nani ("what"), dare ("Who"), etc. to ask an open-ended question. In Japanese, the sub- 
ject is often inferred once it is known, or if it can be inferred through context of the question or situation. In a situation similar 
to that of today's conversation, but in which there are more than two people, it may be necessary for the speaker to specify 
to whom he/she is asking "How are you?" 


Today's second grammar point is the sentence-ending particle yo, which is used by the speaker to express a strong convic- 
tion about something or to emphatically declare something. For example, there is a notable difference between the following 
two replies to the question, "O-genki desu ka?" ("How are you?") 


1) Genki desu. - I'm well./I'm good. 
2) Genki desu yo. - I'm well!/I'm good! 


Today's third grammar point is the sentence ending particle ne, which acts as a tag question used to provoke a response 
from the listening party, usually confirmation of or agreement with the speaker's statement, regarding a topic of mutual 
knowledge. 


In today's dialog, it is used to confirm the initial speaker's notion that is has been a while since they last spoke. 


1) O-hisashiburi desu. - "| haven't heard from you in a long time." 
2) S6 desu ne. Shibaraku desu ne. - "That's right. It's been a while." 


Finally, today's lesson introduced two phrases that are used as an initial greeting when the parties speaking are familiar to 
one another but have not seen or spoken to each other for an extended period of time: "O-hisashiburi desu." and "Shibaraku 
desu." 
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Grammar Hide (A) 


Below is a list of the grammar points introduced or used in this lesson. Click for a full explanation. 


& yo 
Introduced 
you know 
Dm (1) ka(1 
( ) a ( ) Introduced 
question particle 
4a ne 
i , ‘ 2 Introduced 
tag question (isn't it? right? eh?) 
CF _ desu 
Used 
to be (copula) 
Kanji Hide @) 
KANJI READING MEANING 1ST CHARACTER 2ND CHARACTER 
BALSY BB OS+ ERY After a long time ZA + Long time 
TACT GA ee Os Health(y) Zt + Beginning + Spirit 
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